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CHURCH21  
 

The members of the Church21 team recently attended a conference in Dublin along 

with all the other parishes involved in the Parish Development Program. 

 

Some twenty four parishes from across all of Ireland were represented.  The 

conference involved seminars on different aspects of parish life.  Different forms of 

worship were used each day to give a óflavourô of what can be done.  This gave us a 

wonderful insight into how worship is expressed in Christian Churches around the 

world. 

 

During the weekend we were able to meet up with our facilitator, Chris Hollies.  As 

a result a further meeting was held in the parish hall, along with Chris, to examine 

the recommendations/desires that were expressed in the Preliminary Course which 

was held before the summer. 

 

Those who attended this latest meeting were asked to prioritise what they felt were 

the most important aspects of our parish life which they would like to see 

developed. 
 

These include -  

1. óWe would like God to find our worship acceptable, sincere and thankful.  To 

 have a good mixture of different forms of worship including silence for 

 reflection and prayers - as well as ópsalms, hymns and spiritual songsô. 

2. Commissioned Christian Lay visitors group visiting the house-bound and 

elderly. 

3. Missionary outreach. 

4. That those who have been baptised or married in the church, and no longer 

 attend, could be encouraged back into the family of the church. 
 

This is by no means an exhaustive list but just those areas which were felt to be the 

most important.  Further meetings will be held to try and see how these 

recommendations can be implemented. 
 

Our New Organist  
 

As most of you will now be aware the Select Vestry has appointed Miss Claire 

Murphy as our new organist.  This is 

a position which holds considerable 

responsibility as the organist not only 

plays on a Sunday but also helps 

select the hymns/songs which we 

sing as part of our worship of God.  

She is also responsible for training 

the choir.   

 

It is right and proper that we  wish 

Claire every blessing in this new 

position and I know she can count on 

the support of the whole parish. 

 

Gerald. 



Diary  

Dates 
 

Services during October 
 
1st October Friday  

7.30 pm Family harvest Service 

 with Rev David Clements 

 Methodist Church 

 Parish Supper 

 

4th October -  Trinity 17  

11.00 am  Harvest Morning Prayer 

6.30 pm  Harvest Evening Prayer  

  with Birches P.S. Choir 
 

11th October -  Trinity 18  

11.00 am  Family Service 

6.30 pm  Evening Prayer 1 
 

18th October -  Trinity 19  

11.00 am  Morning Prayer 2 

  with BB Enrolment 

6.30 pm  Holy Communion 1 
 

25th October -  5th Sunday before Advent 

11.00 am  Holy Communion 2 

6.30 pm  Evening Prayer 2 
 

 

Other dates of note 
 

Wednesday 7th October @ 8.30 pm 

Select Vestry meeting in Parish Hall. 

 

Saturday 31st October. 

Tennis Club Charity Clothes Collection. 

All bags to be left at the parish hall. 

 

Sunday 11th October 

All items for the Diocesan Magazine 

óAmbassadorô to be with Hilda Lappin by the 

above date. 

 

Advance Notices 
 

Tuesday 3rd November @ 8 pm 

M.U. & G.F.S. Townsend Visitorsô Night 

GFS 

NEWS  
 

 

G.F.S.  resumes on Friday 9th October at 7.00 pm in the Parish Hall. 

 

The leaders would like to welcome back all the girls for the new season, 

God willing.  Any girls 3years old on or before 1st July 2009, as well as 

any girls who would like to rejoin, will be made most welcome. 

 

Sunday 18th October - meet at the Parish Hall at 10.00 am for the parade 

to church for B.B. Enrolment. 

wH(/*5&½  
Youth Fellowship 

Meets on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 8.00 pm to 9.30 pm in the parish 

hall. 
 

óiGNITEô is open to all young people from 1st year at Junior High School and 

upwards. 
 

Please come and join us for fun, teaching, games, trips away, visiting speakers 

and, of course, óMUNCHIESô. 
 

Itõs what you make it, come and make it GREAT. 

God's Providence               (Matthew 6: 25-33) 
 

ñDo not worry about what you will eat or drink, or what you will wear. Is not 

life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the 

air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, yet your Father feeds them. 

Consider the lilies of the field. They neither toil nor spin, yet even Solomon in 

all his glory was not clothed like one of these. Your Father knows that you 

need all these things. Seek first the kingdom of God, and all these things will 

be given to you as well.ò 

 

Reflection 
Because we are of the earth, we cannot see eternity. In the midst of the cares of 

this world, we cannot see that we are guided by God's loving hand. All the 

troubles in our life are passing; they will all be forgotten in eternity. We will 

look back and understand what we cannot see now: that God's providence 

surrounds us, and he will bring all things to fulfilment in his own way. Nothing 

that we can accomplish for ourselves compares with what God has prepared 

for us. And nothing will prevent him from bringing to completion his great 

work of love. 

 

Prayer 
God our Father, you have nurtured and sustained us from our very beginning. 

Without you we are nothing. You guide us with a sure hand and steadfast love. 

May we not be turned away from you by the passing cares of this world, but 

may we remain faithful to doing your will until we are united with you in 

heaven, where we will worship you forever. 

Sunday School 
 

One Sunday, after church, Mum asked her little 

daughter what the Sunday school lesson was 

about.  

Her daughter answered, ñDon't be scared, you'll 

get your quilts.ò Needless to say, Mom was 

perplexed. 

Later in the day, the minister stopped by for tea. 

Mum asked him what that morningôs Sunday 

school lesson was about. 

He said, ñBe not afraid, your Comforter is 

coming.ò 



BB Corner  
 

All sections of the Boyôs Brigade are now in full swing. 

 

Junior Section meets each Wednesday from 7.00 pm 

Anchor Boys meets each Thursday evening from 6.30 pm followed by the 

Company Section from 7.30 pm. 

 

Our congratulations to Mrs Yvonne Woods on her appointment as the 

District Representative for the Portadown Battalion of the Anchor Boys.  

We wish Yvonne every blessing in her new role. 

 

The BB Enrolment Service will be on Sunday 18th October at the morning 

service starting at 11.00 am. 

All sections will parade from the Parish Hall, accompanied by the Pride of 

the Birches Band. 

Please assemble at the hall at 10.00 am. 

 

New members are welcome to all sections of the Boys Brigade. 

Sunday School/
Confirmation Class 
 

The Sunday School has now resumed and all 

parents are asked to note that Sunday School now 

starts at 10.45 pm to enable the teachers to cover 

the syllabus. 

 

All children from the age of  3 upwards are most 

welcome 

 

Church Attendance Cards  - While these are 

separate from the Sunday School register all 

children will have their attendance cards marked 

if they attend church.  The cards will be marked 

as they leave church.  If your child attends an 

evening service or a week-day service  please 

inform those marking the cards and this will be 

included. 

P`qhrg Rdfhrsdq 
 

Friday 18th September 2009 

Marriage - William Hunniford, 1 Lisnagrilly 

Hall, Portadown & Victoria McAdam, 36 

Clonmacate Road, Portadown. 

Parents & 

Toddlers 
 

 

The Parents & Toddlers group will resume it meetings in the Parish Hall on 

Thursday 17th September from 10.00 am to 12.00 pm. 

 

All new arrivals in the parish along with their parents or grand-parents are 

most welcome. 

 

Congratulations to all our Mums a Dads who have had additions to their 

families recently. 

Bible 

Study  
 

 

The Bible Study continues each Wednesday from 

7.30 pm to 8.30 pm.  Over the next few months 

Canon Twaddell will be leading us through the 

book of Philippians. 

 

All are most welcome to our Bible study please 

come and join us. 

Milltown  

Indoor Bowling Club  
 
The friendly competitions have started and a good 

turnout would be appreciated. 

 

Matches this month (Home matches start at 8.10 pm) 

 

Monday 5th October  Moy C of I (Home - 8.10 pm) 

Monday 12th October Edenderry Memorial (Away) 

Thursday 15th October Richhill Presbyterian (Away) 

Monday 19th October Ardmore (Away) 

Monday 26th October Newmills (Home - 8.10 pm) 

Thursday 29th October  St Paulôs Gilford C of I (Away) 

 

New members will be most welcome. 

Badminton  
Club 

 

Looking for a healthy 

lifestyle?  

Want to loose a few pounds?  

Have you come to realise that you need 

exercise?  
 

Well here is your answer - óBadmintonô. 
 

Badminton will recommence on Tuesday 6th 

October from 7.30 pm - 8.00 pm 

 

New members are very welcome. 

Slim Line 
 

By popular request óSlim Lineô will resume its 

meetings in the Committee Room on Thursday 8th 

October @ 8.00 pm. 

 

To ensure a success it is important that a good turn-out is maintained each 

week. 



Creche Rota 
 

4th October   Amanda Strain & Yvonne Woods 

11th October   Family Service - No Crèche 

18th October   BB Enrolment - No Crèche 

25th October   Gillian Trouton & Paula Turkington 

1st November  Susan Smyth & Helen Courtney 

Church Cleaning Rota 
 

 

4th  October   Mrs E Doyle & Mrs E Haugh 

11/18th  October   Mr & Mrs Wm Murphy 

25/1st November   Mrs G Hazelton & Mrs K Douglas 

Afiq_l Min[ 
 

4th October Mrs Roberta Conn 

11th  October Mrs Eileen Haugh 

18th  October Mrs Raye Greenaway 

25th  October Mrs Louie Matchett 

1st  November Mrs Muriel McClelland  

NOTICES 
Details for the NOVEMBER issue of óMilltown Parish Newsô should be with Hilda Lappin by Monday 25th October 

 

This yearôs fundraising event, the 

Square Dance and Supper, was held in 

the Parish Hall on Friday 25th Sept. at 7.30 p.m.   

 

Although the numbers 

attending could have been 

better a great night was had by 

all.  The óicing on the cakeô 

was the supper and we would 

like to thank all those who 

contributed or assisted in any 

way. 

 

Approximately £500.00 was 

raised and this will be going 

towards the resurfacing of the 

courts. 

 

Our next event the óClothing 

Collectionô is now underway 

a n d 

plastic 

b a g s 

a r e 

available either in church or from any 

committee member.  In fact any black 

bin bag will do. 

Bags to be returned to the Parish 

Hall on Saturday 31st October from 

10.00 a.m. ï 3.00 p.m. 

4th October 11th October 18th October 25th October 1st November 

Old Testament 

Geoffrey Haugh 

Joel 2:21-27 

Family Service 
To be advised 

 

Old Testament 
Member of Boyôs Brigade 

Philippians 2:1-13 

Epistle 
Kathleen Douglas 

Hebrews 7:23-28 

Old Testament 

Derek Greenaway 

Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

New Testament 

Hazel Douglas 

Matthew 6:25-33 

 New Testament 
Member of Boyôs Brigade 

John 15:1-17 

Gospel 
Rector 

Mark 10:46-52 

 

New Testament 

James Smith 

Mark 12:28-34 
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All readings are for the 11.00 am service 
 

If for any reason you are unable to read on the date allocated please contact another reader and organise a replacement or ex-

change of dates. 

 

 

 

 

M.U. & G.F.S. TOWNSEND  The next meeting will be 

on Tuesday 6th October @ 8.00 pm in the minor hall. 
 

This will take to the form of a craft evening and everyone 

is welcome. 
 

Our November meeting is our óGuest Eveningô entitled, 

óOh! The Wonder Of It Allô. The speaker is Pauline 

English 
 

Our monthly meetings are on the  

1st Tuesday of each month. 

C.E. & Pathfinders each Monday night from Monday 5th 

October at 7.00p.m. in the Parish Hall.  

 

As the new season begins the leaders look forward to seeing 

many new boys and girls. 

C.E. - aged 4+ 

Pathfinders - 10+ 


